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TAES Welcomes the New Year and New Data 
 

by:  Kristin Musselman, Tyrone Elementary Principal 
 

I hope that all of the TAES students and families had a 
wonderful holiday filled with memories of love and laughter. 
As we return to school, we are looking forward to building 
many more cherished memories with our students as we 
kick-off the 2020 year.  

 
At the Elementary school, January is a time for collecting 
data to monitor student growth and development. Teachers 
will be busy checking in with students in math, reading and 
writing to assess how much knowledge our students have 
gained since August! At TAES, we feel that it is essential to 
make instructional decisions based on data in order to 
ensure that our students are able to receive instruction that 
is appropriate to them. Once our teachers have collected the 
data, we will work as a team to interpret and analyze the 
results. This process allows us to form Guided Reading 
instructional groups and instructional math groups so that 
the students can continue to learn new information and grow 
academically.  

 
I always find this time of year so exciting. Students take 
tests after the completion of math chapters or once they 
have finished a particular reading lesson, but they haven’t 
completed this round of assessments since the start of the 
school year. I am always amazed to see how much 
knowledge students are able to gain in just four months of 
school!  Once assessments are completed, informational 
data letters will be prepared and sent home showing your 
child’s progress. 

February 2020 

14th 
In-Service Day: No Classes 

Daycare Open/ 
Sign-up Required 

17th 
Mid-Winter Vacation: No School 

Daycare Closed 
Weather make-up, if needed 

 
TAES K3 & K4 Preschool Programs for 

2020-2021 School Year 
 
K3 and K4 Preschool 
Registration will be 
held on March 24, 25 
and 26, 2020 at the 
Tyrone Area Elemen-
tary School.  Registra-
tion is by appointment 
only.   
 
Children must turn 3 or 4 before Septem-
ber 1, 2020.  These programs are grant 
funded and free to families that qualify.  
Children must reside in the Tyrone Area 
School District. 
 
It is anticipated that there will be approxi-
mately 68 half day K3 spots, 36 half day 
K4 spots and 37 full day K4 spots. 
 
Please stop by the Elementary Main Office 
to pick up an application or call 814-684-
1342 ext. 2225. 

  



Preschool’s Reading Adventure 
—by Mrs. Smeal, PreK4 Teacher 

 Walking down the preschool hallway 

during read-aloud time this month, one 

would hear laughter from every room.  This 

year, K3 and K4 have been spot-lighting a 

different author each month.  The author for 

January was Mo Willems, famous for the 

“Pigeon” books, “Elephant and Piggie” 

books, and “Knuffle Bunny” books.  The 

students loved the interactive “Pigeon” 

books, especially yelling “No!” when the 

pigeon begged to drive the bus.  They also 

picked up on the sometimes subtle and 

sometimes outrageous humor in the 

“Elephant and Piggie” books, and became 

attached to melancholy and quiet Elephant 

and cheerful and loud Piggie. 

 Special activities that students 

participated in this month included learning 

how to draw Elephant and Piggie, using 

speech bubbles as modeled by Mo 

Willems, and even a STEM challenge 

building ramps to help Pigeon avoid 

obstacles while driving the bus.  At the end 

of the month, students celebrated the book 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late with a PJ 

Party.  Students wore their pajamas to 

school and brought in stuffed animals as 

well.  Students participated in special 

activities in their classrooms such as sorting 

and graphing stuffed animals, stuffed 

animal relay races, and a PJ Dance Party. 

—Career Conversations— 
—submitted by Tyrone Elementary Guidance Counselors:  Mrs. Eaken, Mrs. Gertz and PSU 

student intern, Ms. Parker 

The month of January has been full of career exploration! The 
preschoolers discussed different jobs that they may want to 
have when they are older with one student stating that he 
wanted to be a builder to make money! Kindergarten identi-
fied “Whose Hat is This?” and first grade examined what they 
are good at and what 
makes them happy. Second 
grade went on a career 
awareness treasure hunt 
while third grade played 
career bingo matching job 
descriptions with job titles. 
Last but not least, fourth 
grade began writing a letter 
to their older selves stating their current likes and dislikes and 
what they want to be when they grow up. It is never too early 
to talk to your child about their future and all of the opportu-
nities that the world has to offer! 

Young Toddlers Stay Warm 
—By:  Carrie Johnson 

 

In the Young Toddler room, we are getting back into the 

swing of things after the holidays. 

With the days getting colder some of 

our favorite indoor activities are mu-

sic, art, building blocks and reading. 

The song We Are the Dinosaurs be-

came one of our favorites after 

learning about dinosaurs this month. 

It’s requested daily during our music 

time and the children love 

marching and dancing along with 

the song!  Another fun activity 

we enjoy is reading books. One 

book seems to standout more 

than the others, Going on a Bear 

Hunt by Michael Rosen is a class-

room must read, sometimes mul-

tiple times a day. The children 

enjoy standing up, walking along, doing the hand motions 

and they are even starting to repeat the story as the book is 



Float the Boat  —by Mrs. Whited, First Grade Teacher 

First graders have begun learning about inventors and their inventions.  Students 

had the opportunity to become inventors, too.  They had to create a boat using 

aluminum foil that would float and hold penny passengers.  Students were able to 

be creative and show off their skills.  Some boats held 3 passengers and some 

boats held over 100!  Students learned that anyone can be an inventor—you just 

have to create something that will make the world a better place.   

Jump Rope for Heart 
—by Mr. Bartlett and Mr. Drager, TAES Physical Education Teachers 

 

 Heart health is an important issue and 
Tyrone Elementary students are jumping rope 
this February to raise awareness and funding for 
research on cardiovascular disease and stroke, 
community awareness, and preventative 
educational programs.  According to the CDC, 
about 647,000 Americans die from heart 
disease each year—that's 1 in every 
4 deaths. Heart disease cost the United 
States about $219 billion each year from 
2014 to 2015. 
 Jump Rope for Heart teaches students 
how aerobic physical activity positively affects 
the heart.  Over the years, millions of students 
have participated in Jump Rope for Heart. By 
doing so, they learned about how nutrition and 
physical activity can help prevent heart disease 
and stroke. The event is co-sponsored by the 
American Heart Association and SHAPE 
America-Society of Health and Physical 
Educators. 
 Please help our students learn and help 
others by making a donation. The funds will go 
to the American Heart Association for research 
and education programs. For more information, 
please contact the Huntington, PA American 
Heart Association at (814)-641-7334 or call (1-
800)-242-8721. You can also visit heart.org/
jump. 

—Welcoming Winter— 
Submitted by Mrs. Smith, Kindergarten Teacher 

In Kindergarten, 
students have 
spent January days 
talking about Win-
ter.  We’re anxious-
ly awaiting the fun 
of building a snow-
man outside.  In the 
meantime, Mrs. 
Smith’s class made 

snowmen using paper plates and lots of 
cool stuff.  After reading the story 
“Snowballs” by Lois Ehlert, we talked about 
all the interesting things they used to deco-
rate their snow-people in the story.  The 
students then took home a blank snow-
person to embellish.  They were fabulous!  
Thank you to all the families for helping 
your student contribute to a snow-tastic 
hallway display!  It is being enjoyed by all 
passersby. 

 

 



Fourth Grade Students of the Month 
—submitted by the Fourth PSU Student Teachers Ms. Wiesner, Ms. Boyer and Ms. Viola 

 
Each month, teachers in the fourth grade nomi-

nate students for Student of the Month. There is a 
different theme each month that focuses on a differ-
ent quality we recognize in these individuals. Past 
themes have included positive attitude and adversity. 
These students are acknowledged by teachers and 
school staff at an assembly each month and are given 
rewards for their outstanding character.  

 
This month teachers are looking at students who display selflessness in different 
areas of their school day. Examples of these selfless acts can include treating others 
the way they want to be treated, random acts of kindness, setting an example for 
others, and exemplifying our school motto — SOAR!  

 

Read Aloud Every Day  —submitted by Mr. Shue, Title 1 Reading Specialist 
—It’s the most important thing parents can do to support literacy!— 

 

Vocabulary – Reading aloud introduces children to wonderful new words! 

English – Reading aloud exposes children to more standard forms than everyday conversation does! 

Grammar – Reading aloud allows children to hear complex sentence structures and proper grammar. 

Style – Reading aloud enables children to see various styles of written language. 

Sense of Story – Reading aloud develops a “sense of story” in children. 

Writing – Reading aloud motivates children to be writers of both informational and creative texts. 

Knowledge – Reading aloud enhances education and general knowledge about the world. 

 

Reading makes every day more pleasurable! 



PTO Projects — submitted by Mrs. Garda 

 

The TAES PTO Spring fundraiser will be 
items featured from Bake Shop 
Bakes—cinnamon rolls, brownies, and 
apple dumplings!  Meal cards will also 
be available for $10 each which 
includes a sandwich, side, and 
drink.  Orders will be due mid March and delivery will 
be April 2nd. More information to come! 
 
There’s still time to order your yearbook for the 2019-
2020 school year.  Go to www.schoolannual.com and 
click on “Buy student’s yearbook”, Get started now: 
Tyrone Elementary, Tyrone PA.   

Upcoming Events in February:  
3rd-6th - Winter Book Fair (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED)  

7th - Popcorn Friday (2nd Grade) 
11th – PTO Meeting, 3:30pm, Location Small Gym 

21st – Popcorn Friday, 1st Grade  

—Second Grade Update— 

—submitted by Mrs. Rachel Walk, Second Grade Teacher 

What is second grade 
learning about? Second 
grade has been studying 
penguins!  Students have 
been researching 
penguins and the many 
characteristics that they 
possess. They have 
learned about their daily 
life, diet, habitat, appearance, and other cool 
facts. In writing, students picked a penguin to 
research in preparation for their nonfiction 
writing to come. In the coming weeks, students 
will write a nonfiction book based on their 
interests. In science, students have engaged in 
many experiments to help them learn more about 
the traits of penguins. Students have learned 
about webbed and nonwebbed feet, blubber, and 
feathers. They have written lab reports prior to 
the completion of each experiment.  

 

 

Third Grade is Rocking 

—by Mrs. Golden, Third Grade Teacher 

 Over the past few weeks, third graders have been 

investigating numerous rocks and minerals. Students learned that 

the “lead” in their pencils is really called Graphite, the mineral 

Gypsum is used in our homes, and Muscovite was a mineral used 

years ago before glass. The students conducted 

numerous tests, identified minerals as hard/soft, 

transparent/translucent/opaque, and looked at the 

streak color that was left behind. Our little scientists 

did a great job investigating! 

 Over the next few weeks, we’re going to 
continue to learn more about rocks, the rock cycle, 
and erosion. Now if only we had the Magic School 
Bus to go on a field trip! 

http://www.schoolannual.com



